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The Transporter

IMPORTANT NOTES:
2021 Reunion will STILL be held at the Rosemont
Embassy Suites in Rosemont IL at O’Hare Airport.
New dates are 9-12 September 2021 with Early Bird
check in on 2 September 2021.
We already have 51 guests registered at the hotel. If
you even think you might come, please register. It
helps us get a better estimate of attendance for
planning purposes.
Looking for volunteers: We are seeking volunteers
to take on the role of President next year and may
need others to run for office and the board. Please
be thinking about whether you’d like to help.
We had two resignations from the Board of Directors this year. C.J McQueen and Ted Newman both
resigned due to health issues. Ted recently passed
away and his final flight notice is on page 11.
I asked Matt Piliere to fill one of those slots and he
agreed. I now am looking for another volunteer.
Contact me at President@mcata.com to discuss.
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MCATA is a 501 c 3 non-profit organization incorporated in the State of Texas to foster, encourage and perpetuate
the memory and spirit of friendship
among our comrades in arms who are
or have been members of any Marine
Corps Air Transport Squadron and to
preserve incidents and memories of
our association together. The Marine
Corps Air Transport Association represents a complete cross section of all
those who are or have served our country in Marine Corps Air Transports regardless of rank, flight status or MOS.
All donations to MCATA are tax deductable.

Bob Guest, USMC, Retired, Flight Engineer
Bernie Bersano, USMC, Retired, Maintenance Officer
M.G. “Blinky Waitt, USMC, Retired
David Harshbarger, Retired, Navigator
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Transporters,
Happy New Year to all of you and your families. I hope this newsletter finds you safe and
healthy and you can find a way to enjoy life
regardless of the circumstances.
Again, it’s been awhile since our last newsletter, but I need to get one out now. It’s
been a crazy past year! COVID-19 has impacted nearly everything we planned and we are
still reacting to its effects today. Last spring
we decided not to have our normal minimeeting reunion planning sessions in favor of
just doing everything by phone. We thought
that the virus might have run its course
enough by September to have our reunion
and continued planning for it. The pandemic
response by the government in Chicago went
back and forth several times and we really
didn’t know what we’d even be allowed to
do. We also had concerns that even if allowed to meet, we couldn’t really ensure
everyone would be safe and that was our
major concern. We waited as long as we
thought possible until the end of July to finally make the decision to cancel and reschedule for this year.
Since all the planning had already been done,
the hotel and others who were planning to
support us agreed to let us just reschedule
for this September, 2021 at the same hotel in
Chicago. In case you didn’t get the word, the
hotel is actually at O’Hare Airport and not in
downtown Chicago. It is an easy train ride
from there to downtown for those going. We
still have some great events set up as well.
(See details on page 5.) The hotel itself features plenty of room for us to meet and greet
and host our hospitality room too.
Mark your calendars now please. The next
reunion will be September 9-12, Thursday to
Sunday, with Early Bird check in on Wednesday September 8. The hotel will have extended discount rates on either side of those
dates for anyone wishing to extend this into
a longer vacation. We will publish more details shortly. Other organizational business
work has been ongoing this year too.

Finances: We have a new Treasurer, John
Klossner. John has taken over for Charlie
Smith and has consolidated a few various
bank accounts into one. John tracks our finances closely and submits a quarterly financial report to me. I’m comfortable that we
have a good handle on our finances and are
in very good shape right now. My goal is to
always have enough money on hand to operate for two years into the future if all revenue streams were to dry up. That would give
us time to recover from whatever issues we

3

might be facing. I want to keep our Memorial
Scholarship fund healthy too. Providing these
annual scholarships is one of the great things
we do each year.

awaiting word on right now too. I hope to
have all those resolved well before the next
reunion. I also intend to publish our charter
and By Laws online for review by all members. My plan is to bring proposed changes to
the agenda at the reunion and have them
approved or rejected by the membership and
further update the documents. My goal is to
have us in total compliance with recognized
best practices of managing and leading a non
-profit organization before I hand over the
reins to the next president.
As we move forward into the future we too
must modernize and change to fit the missions we choose for ourselves. We have done
some of that already, but there will be more
room for improving and strengthening the
association in the future.

Membership: If you haven’t received a renewal notice, you probably will soon. All
member dues are payable on 1 January of
each calendar year. Annual dues are $35. $10
of that amount is earmarked for our scholarship fund. You can pay by mailed check or
online. If you have internet access, go to
www.mcata.com, log in with your password
and click on the Join/Renew tab. There you
can renew and either pay by credit card or
the site will generate an invoice you can print
and mail with your check. Please update any
new contact information as well. Our membership is still strong. We have 421 active
members on our rolls at this time. Matt In this issue you will see too many obituaries.
Piliere and John O’Neill have volunteered to Too many of our Transport community have
lead our membership committee.
left us recently and it makes me very sad.
Many of these were our most ardent supGovernance: When I took over as president porters and are irreplaceable. It reminds me
in 2014 I discovered that our status as an how quickly the “old guard” is passing on and
incorporated non-profit had been revoked by how much we need the younger generation
the State of Texas. The reason was failure to to step up if we value this organization confile an annual Franchise Tax report that had tinuing in the future. I just turned 71 last
become a new requirement unbeknownst to month and I have been the president for six
our former leadership. Over time we refiled years. I’m ready to step down and intend to
and re-established our corporate status and do so at the reunion this year. The board
received a new Employer Identification Num- needs to start working to seek out my reber (EIN) from the IRS. In that process we placement. It would be nice to have someone
reviewed the old charter and realized it lined up that could get a proper pass down
needed to be updated as well and a set of By before taking the reins. I won’t be completely
Laws guiding the governance of our organiza- disengaging and will stay on the board if
tion needed to be drawn up. Pete Woods wanted and will help wherever I can, but it’s
graciously volunteered to take on that diffi- time to pass the torch.
cult task and last year produced a great draft
of new By Laws that were approved by the I know we have some younger members who
Board via mail and email vote this past sum- have the capability to really lead this organimer. As part of this exercise, I also discovered zation into the future and even make it
we had lost our federal tax exemption many better than it is today. We just need them to
years ago. Again, the cause was a change to step up and take the reins. I’ll be working
the tax code that requires all non-profits to with the board over the next few months on
file a report each year regardless of how this issue and will inform everyone as we go
much revenue they have or whether they along. Leading a national 501 c 3 non-profit
owe any taxes. We don’t owe any. Previous like ours is a challenge, but is also a great
to 2007, no such report was required and business leadership experience as well. You
somehow we missed the memo. The new set are essentially running a small business with
of By Laws was required to file for a new most of the associated functions to deal with.
federal tax exemption. That filing was sub- It would never hurt on your resume either.
mitted in the spring and in June we received
official word that we are once again a tax If any of you are interested, please reach out
exempt non-profit organization. Better yet, to me privately at president@mcata.com.
instead of the previous 501 c 19 veteran’s There is no pressure and inquiries are purely
organization status, we are now a 501 c 3 informational and confidential.
which gives us more clout when seeking do- Semper Fi,
nations and grants from bigger donors. We
had a hiccup with the EIN on the federal tax Rich
exemption having a transposed number and
are sorting that out and have filed for a Texas
Franchise Tax exemption that we are

Marine Corps Air Transport Association

2020 Scholarship Awards
Even though we did not have our annual reunion, the MCATA Memorial Scholarship Committee met and selected the
2020 recipients of a MCATA Memorial Scholarship.
This year, due to the generosity of many we were able to award eight scholarships. We have a few named scholarships
this year for those who donated specifically for that purpose and some memorial scholarships created by donations in
the names of some of our past members. In addition, each of you who paid your dues this year contributed $10 of those
dues to this effort to help us keep up the good work. We thank you all for your generosity. Here are those recipients:

Christina Harshbarger
University of North Carolina Wilmington
MCATA Scholarship
Kaylee Shuck
Texas Tech University
MCATA Scholarship
Jillian Franke
University of North Texas
“Jack Taylor and Rita Bergquist Scholarship”
Nick Wright
Creighton University
“Rich and Carol Driscoll Scholarship”
Bella Dickson
Stephen F. Austin University
“Kenneth “Casey” Mayer Sr.” Memorial Scholarship
Chase Capano
University of New Haven
“Con Shuck Memorial Scholarship”
Amelia Morning
Villanova University
MCATA Scholarship
Nicole Walderbach
University of Iowa
“Joyce Bersano Memorial Scholarship”
In May 2021 we will publish the criteria and application forms for the 2021 MCATA Scholarships.
Stay tuned!
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2021 MCATA Reunion Information
As much as the pandemic situation permits, we are once again preparing for our next MCATA reunion. It will be held at the same place
we had originally planned in 2020 at the Rosemont Embassy Suites
Hotel in Rosemont, IL next to O'Hare Airport. All events that were
planned for 2020 will be the same for 2021.

The hospitality room with open bar in the hotel is open for members
each day and on Saturday we'll have our board and membership
meetings and that night our banquet.

The official dates are Thursday through Sunday, 9-12 September,
2021 with Early Bird check in on Wednesday, 8 September.

The actual sign up for the event and registration will be published
later; however, I’d ask that if you even have an inkling you might
go, please register as soon as you can with the hotel. We are
trying to get an idea of attendance and don't want to pay for
rooms we guarantee but don't use. The hotel is being very flexible, but the sooner we have a decent headcount the easier this
will be. You will not be charged in advance and can cancel a
couple days before the event with no penalty if you need to.

Registration:

Click on the link below to book your rooms online or go to
www.mcata.com to find the same link.
MCATA Embassy Hotel Registration Link

One of our planned events is a trip to the Chicago Museum of Science and Industry for a luncheon followed by tours through the WW ll
German submarine U-505 with plenty of time to tour the rest of the
museum.

Group Name: MCATA 2021 Reunion
Group Code: MCR
Check in: 6 Sept 2021
Check out: 12 Sept 2021
Hotel Name: Embassy Suites By Hilton
Hotel Address:
5500 North River Road
Rosemont, IL 60018
Hotel Phone: 847-928-7647
You can call central reservations at 800-774-1500 as well if you wish.
Be sure to use the group code MCR to get the discounted rates. Discounts apply from 6 September.
Rates are as follows:
King No Smoking $119 night (single/double)
Queen No Smoking $139 night (single/double) $159 night (triple)
$169 night (quad)
Includes full cooked to order breakfast for two and two hour happy
hour each afternoon.

We will also have a trip to Navy Pier and options to take the Chicago
River Architectural Cruise for those that may wish to do that. There

Self parking is discounted at $15 per day with in and out privileges.
Overnight valet is $35 per night.
Parking for guests attending but not staying at the hotel is complimentary.
There is a complimentary airport shuttle.

•
•
•
•
•

Remember, you must be a 2021 dues paid member of
MCATA to attend.
The cutoff date for reservations is Sunday, 8 August 2021.
Rooms must be guaranteed with a deposit or major credit
card.
Cancellations must be made within 48 hours of check in or
one day will be charged.
At check in all members will be asked to state their departure date. If they leave earlier a $75 charge will be accessed.

are many other wonderful attractions in Chicago to see.
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Membership Update
If you are currently a member of MCATA and you have not yet paid your dues for 2021 you undoubtedly have
received several of our automated email reminders. Dues run from 1 January to 31 December, so please get
yours in as soon as possible. Remember, $10 of each members annual dues goes directly to fund our Memorial
Scholarship Fund and the rest goes to supporting our website, administrative cost of membership management
software, postage, printing this newsletter for distribution to the squadrons and miscellaneous reunion costs
that make our reunions special events. To attend the next reunion you MUST BE A MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING WITH YOUR DUES PAID FOR 2021. Dues are $35 per year.
Dues are waived for current active duty or actively drilling reservists. You must simply apply for membership to
be accepted. When you leave active duty or are no longer drilling we ask that you notify us and pay your dues
for regular membership. Eligibility includes any day of active duty or drilling reserve status for the calendar year
in question.
All applications for membership and renewal can be done online at www.mcata.com or by check. Make out a
check to MCATA then mail the form on the last page of this newsletter and the check to: MCATA, c/o John
Klossner, 4 Loch Lane, Walden, NY 12586.
Donations are always welcome as well and can be directed specifically to the General Fund or Scholarship Fund
as desired. Donations may be made online with a credit card or by check and mail to the address above.
Here are the latest membership totals:
Active Duty/Drilling Reserves
16
Associate Members
1
Widowed Spouses
17
Honorary Members
5
Active Regular Members
302
Lapsed or overdue Members
82
Total
421 (Active, dues paid 302)

2021 MCATA Membership Drive
Membership is the life’s blood of MCATA. This year the Board is asking all members to participate in an outreach to fellow transporters to join MCATA.
The ask is simple: we’re asking every MCATA Member to invite one fellow transporter. There are currently 423
members of MCATA. If we all invite just one Marine, even if only 5% of them actually join, that’s 21 new members and a big boost to the sustainability of MCATA in the coming years.
Please support your Board of Directors and participate in the 2020 MCATA Membership Drive.
Note: you are not limited to one invite. The more we spread the word, the better.
Semper Fi,
Matt Piliere
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The Marines by Rudyard Kipling

The day was far spent like our men. We had sent

And they came as at Dover the breakers surge over,

For support but had waited in vain.

The cliffs, and they smothered the Hun.

The gray line of fire rolled higher, and higher,

Then—-we dropped asleep kneeling—-and standing —all
feeling

Then waivered and ebbed back again.

The job out in front was well done.
But we knew if the night should put down on the fight
We should lose every trench —every pit.
So we lost heart at last when our Colonel went past
On a stretcher, white faced and hard hit.

They are round us tonight in the ballroom’s bright light
‘Mid the waltzes” soft surges and foam,
Though the hands are now hid in immaculate kid

That once drove the bayonet home.
Just then from the rear came a weird yapping cheer
High over the rapid fires’ hum,
And up went OUR shout as our Major shrieked out,
“Sit tight lads —-the Yankees have come!”

But we know ‘till are furled the war flags of the world
What the cult of blood—brotherhood means—That their Liberty’s light will e’er flash trough the night,
SIT TIGHT—-TILL I SEND MY MARINES.”
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In Memoriam -Johnnie Laroy McVay
Johnnie Laroy McVay

Keith, Ronald and many more who remain dear friends
of his today. He also met another dear friend Cedric after
getting out of the military.
In 2001 he married again marrying Sonja Felicia McVay
at an intimate ceremony in his home with his mother
and father-in-law at his side. To this union child, Morgan
McVay was borne and he helped to raise his wife’s
daughter Kasey as his own asserting she was one of the
easiest children he ever helped to raise. Those who know
him well comment that he had reached a newfound
peace in his life and retired from Shell Oil in 2009. After
retirement he began spending more time at home and
traded his love for riding horses to riding his Harley Davidson motorcycle. He also started fishing again and
eating out, reconnecting and visiting with old friends,
playing cards building things and completing his life’s
desire to build a three-stall shop where he planned to
restore a project car.
Johnnie was a charismatic man, duly concerned about
his appearance and dress. He was a protector of all his
friends and family. He was a loving and devoted son,
grandson, brother, father, husband, grandfather and
great-grandfather. Though he did not attend church regularly, he found a way to participate in activities that
were examples of giving. He cooked daily for friends and
his patrons whether it was at Characters Lounge or Club
ETops commenting, “This may be the only hot meal a
person receives daily.”
Johnnie Laroy McVay departed this world on January 6,
2021 at 6:30pm at St. Tammany Hospital in Covington,
LA with his wife and youngest daughter at his bedside.
He was proceeded in death by his parents, Sarah Louise
McVay, Thomas (Willie) and Huey P. Deamer, grandparents, Bytha Rodgers McVay and Irene Seiders McVay,
uncles Charles McVay and R.C. Deamer.
He leaves to cherish his memory; wife Sonjia McVay and
their daughters Kasey Winder and Morgan McVay, three
sons, Sherrell McVay, Christopher McVay (Lavette) and
Terrence Anderson McVay, two daughters Jonyei McVay
and Courtney McVay, two aunts Leola Robinson and
Melva Deamer, sisters Irene Howard James (Alfred) and
Phyllis Thomas, grandchildren Kiya McVay, Kayla McVay,
Kennedy McVay, Johnathan McVay, and a host of nieces,
nephews, cousins, God children and friends. Extended
family: brothers Melvin Deamer, Carl Deamer, Huey P Jr.
Tyron Lewis and Ervin Ray Bryon, Sharon Faye Cade, the
Moore family (Maryann) and the Johnson family (Linda).

was born August 17, 1950
to the late Sarah McVay
Thomas and Huey P. Deamer in Independence, LA. He
was reared in Hammond,
LA. While growing up Johnnie attended Macedonia
Baptist Church, accepting
Christ at an early age.
Johnnie adored his grandparents, aunts and uncles
and spent many years with
them. During this time, he
learned about treating people with respect, being kind,
giving rather than receiving and being accepting of others despite their shortcomings. These added to his later
life humility he displayed interacting with others.
Johnnie attended Tangipahoa Parish School District,
graduating from Greenville Park High School, class of
1969. He was proud of his school years, often talking
about his friends from school, Boy Scout adventures and
how he excelled in wood working class and made good
grades that were of honor roll caliber and which were
pleasing to his mother.
During high school he transitioned into manhood working many odd jobs to pay for his own clothing and school
supplies. This behavior served several purposes: 1) it
freed his grandmother to do other things with her money and 2) served as the onset of his work ethic and belief
that every man should take care of themselves and
should make provisions for their families and those they
love. Friendships he developed in high school with his
classmates Bill, Arnold, Lionel, Mose and many others
and he interacted with prior to his passing.
After High School, Johnnie enlisted in the United States
Marine Corps, another key foundation in his life and unselfishness. As a Marine he traveled overseas serving his
country and met many friends, Clarence W. Walter and
many more who remained dear to him until his passing.
While enlisted Johnnie rose to the rank of E-7 Gunnery
Sergeant fulfilling his job task of Flight Engineer. Sometimes called “air engineer” he was a member of an aircraft’s flight crew and assumed responsibility monitoring
and operating complex aircraft systems.
After 8 years in the military the experience he gained
made him a perfect candidate for transitioning into the
role of Operating Engineer at Shell Oil Corporation which
he assumed for over 30 years meeting men like Guy, Semper Fi,
RIP
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In Memoriam- Con Shuck

MSgt Con Shuck, USMC Retired
United States Marine Corps, Master Sergeant Retired, Con L. Shuck, 82, of Granbury, passed away on
Sunday, January 12, 2020. Memorial service was
held January 18, 2020 at the Good Shepherd Episcopal Church in Granbury, Texas and interment was at
the Dallas Fort Worth National Cemetery. Memorial
donations may be made to the MCATA Scholarship
Fund, c/o John Klossner, 4 Loch Lane, Walden, NY,
12586.
Con was born on September 16, 1937 in Fairbury,
Nebraska to Cecil and Emma Shuck. As the story
goes, Con's father lost his farm in Fairbury during
the depression and loaded his family into a Ford
coupe with all the possessions they had left and
moved to California. There his father got a job that
paid him $2.00 per day picking oranges.
About 1945 or so the family moved to an area between Eugene and Springfield called Glenwood. His
father bought a Veltex gasoline station. The family
lived in the area above the gas station. For the first
time there was a flush toilet, but it was downstairs
at the station. There was still no bath or shower.
Con enlisted in the United States Marine Corps in
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November 1954 at the age of 17. After completion
of his 1971-72 tour in Okinawa and Viet Nam he was
promoted to Master Sergeant in February 1972. He
was assigned to the Staff of the Commander Naval
Air Forces Atlantic Fleet in Norfolk Virginia. This tour
was a choice Marine Corps tour. Being 1 of 5 Marines on a Navy Staff of 537. Master Sergeant Shuck
retired on June 30, 1974.
Master Sergeant Shuck was awarded several personal decorations including: the Air Medal with 27
Strike flight awards, Viet Nam Air Gallantry Cross
with Bronze Wings Combat Action Ribbon, Good
Conduct Medal with 6 stars, Marine Corps Expeditionary Ribbon Viet Nam Service, Vietnamese Cross
of Gallantry, and Presidential Unit Citation with star,
Navy Unit Commendation with Star National Defense Service Ribbon.
He married Carol Ann Nelson on November 8, 1968
in Hawaii. He was a loving husband, father and
grandfather and cherished time spent with his family.
Master Sergeant Shuck was active in the community,
his Church and with the Marine Corps. He was an
active member of the VFW and the Marine Corps
League, and he served as Commandant of Tarrant
County Detachment and Sgt. at Arms for the Department of Texas.
He was involved with the formation of the Marine
Corps Air Transport association and was elected the
first president of that organization in 1990.
He was preceded in death by his parents, brother:
Max, and sisters: Norma and Bonnie.
He is survived by his wife: Carol Shuck, sons: Brian
Shuck and wife Tracey, and Gregory Shuck and wife
Amy, grandchildren: Cody, Keelie, Cade, Ashlee,
Bradley, and Kaylee, and many nieces, nephews, and
extended family and friends.
Con, thanks for your leadership. Rest in peace!
Semper Fi!
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In Memoriam -Tommie Mabe
T

President’s note; Tommie was a loyal regular at our reunions. He and Mary Ellen
would show up come hell or high water and
after Mary Ellen passed Tommie came anyway. They always drove wherever the reunion was held. Three years ago in Pensacola
we weren’t sure if Tommie was going to
make it, but on the first day he came
strolling though the hospitality room door. I
asked him how he got there. He got a silly
grin on his face and said, “I drove, but I’m
not supposed to”. That was Tommie. He will
be dearly missed.

Tommie Charles Mabe
10/10/1928 - 5/10/2020
Tommie Charles Mabe, 91, of South
Charleston, formerly of Daytona Beach,
passed away on May 7, 2020 at Sweetbrier
Assisted Living in Dunbar.
He was born on October 10, 1928 in Rogersville, TN. He is preceded in death by his
wife, Mary Ellen Lou Mabe; son Tracy Neil
Mabe, mother Allie Armstrong, and sister,
Virginia McIntosh (Bob).

He is survived by his, brother, Gale (Muriel)
Mabe of South Charleston; nieces, Mary
Mabe of TN, and Catherine Mabe of South
Charleston; nephew, Chuck Mabe (Bernie)
of South Charleston; and his little dog Charlie.
A gathering to honor the life of Tommie
was held Thursday May 14, 2020 at Snodgrass Funeral Home with Rev. Cindi BriggsBiondi officiating. Interment followed in Tyler Mountain Memory Gardens, Cross Lanes
with military graveside rites.

He was retired from the United States Marine Corps with 20 years of service. He then
completed his career as an inspector for
the WV Department of Highways.

He was a member of the VFW in FL,
AF&AM, Shrine, Scottish Rite, and the Eastern Star; as well as the WVU Alumni Association and U.S. Marine Corps Association. He
was an avid WVU football fan.
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In Memoriam – Floyd Scott Woolbright

MSgt. Floyd Scott Woolbright
USMC Retired
MSgt Floyd Scott Woolbright, 50 years young, of
Havelock, NC and formerly of Martinsville, Indiana,
died unexpectedly on Wednesday, January 22, 2020
from injuries sustained in a head-on automobile collision on Hwy. 101 in Harlowe, NC. Scott, as he was
known, was born in Bloomington, Indiana, on May
28, 1969 to Floyd R. Woolbright and Victoria L.
(Nicholson).
He spent his childhood in Martinsville and graduated
from Martinsville High School with the class of 1987.
Just three months following graduation, Scott left for
basic training and what would be the beginning of
his twenty-year career with the U.S. Marine Corps.
Over the course of the next twenty years, Scott
served his country with bravery and dedication during numerous wars and conflicts. He was a highly
decorated and well-respected KC-130 Navigator and
spent most of his military career stationed in North
Carolina. His hard work, perseverance, and grit
earned him countless awards, medals of accommodation and the rank of Master Sergeant, retiring in
August 2007. Following retirement, Scott took every
opportunity to better himself personally and professionally, earning not one, but two degrees.
On December 21, 1991, Scott married his soulmate
and best friend, Tracy Lynne (Traylor). The two
shared over twenty-eight years of marriage and
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were blessed with three amazing children. “Scott
was the best father and husband”, exclaimed Tracy;
“he was a mentor to our children, friends and other
Marines.” Tracy further stated that Scott was her
‘Safe Place’. He was gentle, compassionate, quiet,
hardworking, protective of his family, and an extraordinary provider. He loved deeply and was beyond proud of his children. Additionally, Scott was a
gifted artist who loved to draw and paint. He also
had a love for nature, and he enjoyed fishing, mushroom hunting and taking car rides through the countryside.
After his retirement from the U.S. Marines, Scott
embarked on yet another adventure, opening his
own remodeling company, F.S.W. Home Improvements, in North Carolina. His entrepreneurship allowed him to utilize his varied talents and education,
while working for himself, not having to answer to a
boss!
Scott’s untimely and unexpected death has left his
loved ones, friends and fellow Marines heartbroken.
He will be remembered and missed by so many, including his wife, Tracy Woolbright of Havelock, NC;
son, Christopher Woolbright of Havelock, NC; daughters, Brittney Richards of Boone, NC and Emily
(husband, Casey) Whitaker of Havelock, NC; father,
Floyd R. Woolbright of Martinsville, IN; mother, Victoria L. Bell of California; brother, Allan (wife, Monica) Woolbright of Edinburgh, IN; sister, Teresa
Smadi of California and brother-in-law, Andrew
(wife, Carlin) Traylor of Linden, IN.
In honoring Scott’s wishes, he will be laid to rest in
Pleasant View Cemetery in Unionville, Indiana,
where he and Tracy had visited on countless country
road trips. His graveside service was a private ceremony with only his family and the military honor
guard in attendance. Family and friends were invited
to a memorial celebrating Scott’s life, legacy and service during Taps On The Square on the southwest
corner of the Martinsville courthouse lawn on Friday, January 31st.
Contributions may be made in lieu of flowers to the
Exotic Feline Rescue Center, 2221 E. Ashboro, Center
Point, IN 47840 in Scott’s memory.
Rest in Peace, Semper Fi.
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In Memoriam—Kenneth Charles Mayer Sr.

.

Kenneth Charles Mayer, Sr.
October 2, 1928 - June 9, 2020
Kenneth Charles Mayer, Sr. passed away on Tuesday,
June 9, 2020 at the age of 91 in his home in Raleigh.
Known to his friends and family as Casey, he was born
October 2, 1928 in Cleveland, Ohio. Casey lived a remarkable life. His childhood was spent in both Cleveland and
Shelby, Ohio. In 1943 at the age of 15 he left home to
work on the ore boats that traveled the Great Lakes. He
joined the US Merchant Marines in 1944 and for the next
two years during World War II, he sailed with stops in China, Marseille and other ports of call. In 1946, Casey joined
the United States Marine Corps. He became an aircraft
structures mechanic, and his postings included: China in
the years immediately after World War II, Korea during
the Korean War, and Japan twice. Four times he was stationed at Cherry Point, NC, including his last posting. He
retired from the Marines in 1966 at the age of 37 with the
rank of Gunnery Sargent.
While in the Marine Corps, Casey met Hazel Harris from
Johnston County, NC, one of eleven children and a teacher. They married in 1956 at Cherry Point. In 1960, their
son—Kenneth Charles Mayer, Jr.—was born at Cherry
Point. Hazel and Casey enjoyed square dancing, Friday
night dinners with their friends, reunions with her large
family, camping trips with the family travel trailer, and
later, weekends at their place on Lake Gaston.
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In 1964, Casey earned his high school diploma through
night school. Upon retirement from the Marines, he began his college education at age 37—through the GI Bill—
and earned his BS in 1968 and his MA in 1969 from East
Carolina University. In his second career Casey taught vocational education at Western Kentucky University, NC
State University, Wake County Schools, and East Carolina
University. In 1984, he took a position supervising training
for the Physical Plant at NC State, where he finished his
career.
Casey retired in 1991, and with Hazel having retired from
Wake County Schools, they planned to travel extensively
in their motor home. However, Hazel tragically died in an
automobile accident in 1991. A few years later, having
rekindled his interest in square dancing, Casey met Dennise Moore—a widow and fellow square dancer—and
they married in 1998. Casey and Dennise enjoyed square
dancing, travel, trips to the beach, and cards. Dennise
brought her two daughters, Cristin and Denise, into the
family. Casey's second wife Dennise passed away in 2014.
Casey was a kind and gentle man, a loyal friend, a loving
and supportive father, and a loving and patient husband,
grandfather and uncle. He read the newspaper cover to
cover every day, often cutting out articles to send to family members. Shark Tank, Lawrence Welk and Rachel
Maddow were his television staples. Casey was passionate about wood and metal working, and many hours were
spent in his basement shop where he taught grandchildren how to use tools and made things to give as gifts to
family and friends.
During his later years, Casey was blessed to be able to live
out his life at home with the help of a group of wonderful
caregivers: Oumie Jallow Diop, Haddy Nyan, Florence Matoke, Elizabeth Njoroge, Catherine Njoroge, and Joyce
Garner among others.
Casey is survived by his son, Kenneth Charles Mayer, Jr.,
and his wife Beth Brannan Mayer; two stepdaughters,
Cristin Brand and her husband Howard, and Denise Wenzel, and her husband Jason; six grandchildren, Margaret
and Charles Mayer, Jack and Katie Brand, and Marley and
Yates Wenzel. He is also survived by his sister, Mary Lou
Greenwald of Grafton, Ohio. Casey was preceded in death
by his first wife, Hazel, his second wife Dennise, his parents Charles L. and Louise Esper Mayer, and his brother,
Norman E. Mayer.
A celebration of Casey's remarkable life will be held later.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be
made in Casey's memory to: The Marine Corps Air
Transport Association Memorial Scholarship Fund; 4 Loch
Lane, Walden, NY 12586; or
at www.mcata.wildapricot.org.
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In Memoriam– Louis A Martin
Louis Arthur Martin

deceased Louis on February 13, 2017 living in Twentynine Palms, CA. He was also predeceased by his
daughter, Dawn Elizabeth Wilson on July 14, 2002.
He is survived by their son, Louis Arthur Martin II
and daughter, Brenda Lou Moreno in Twentynine
Palms, CA. God saw you were getting tired, and a
cure was not to be, so he put his arms around you
and whispered, "Come to me". With tearful eyes we
watched you suffer, and saw you pass away. Although we loved you dearly, We could not make you
stay. A golden heart stopped beating, hard working
hands at rest. God broke our hearts to prove to us,
He only takes the best.
Rest in Peace, Semper Fi

MSgt. Louis A. Martin USMC (Ret.)
March 28, 1936-June 11, 2020
Louis Arthur Martin Born: March 28, 1936 Baptized:
April 5, 1936 Confirmed: May 17, 1946 – Chosen
name Robert – Sponsor brother: Eugene Parents:
Arthur Louis Martin Virginia Blanche (Wazny) Siblings: Eugene Martin (deceased) (Spouse: Bernice)
Leona McDaniel (deceased) (Spouse: Elon) JoAnn
Kozuch (deceased) (Spouse: Al) Blanche Bensch
(Spouse: Dale) Gerald Martin (Spouse: Kathryn) Geraldine Houvener (Spouse: John) Rita Lang (Spouse:
James) Richard Martin (deceased) (Spouse: Sue) Five
grandchildren and three great grandchildren Louis
started school at Forest Elementary at age 5 years 5
months and attended Midland High School. Louis
grew up in Bay County on Flajole Road, living there
until he joined the U.S. Marines in 1953 and served
for 30 years before retirement in 1983. Louis married Donna Knuth on December 9, 1959. Donna pre-
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In Memoriam –Ted Newman
Transporters,
It is my very sad duty to report that our longtime friend and faithful member Ted
Newman has taken his final flight. I received the sad news from his wife AnnKay
that he departed on Saturday February 6th. I don't have obituary information
right now, but spoke to AnnKay. She told me Ted had been feeling pretty tough
for the last year and having trouble breathing. This was NOT COVID related. I
knew Ted was having issues because he resigned from our board a few months
ago and, up until then, had been a very enthusiastic and active board member.
Ted and AnnKay had been a fixture at our reunions since New Orleans and they
were only recently married five months ago and bought a house in Prescott AZ.
Ted's body will be cremated and ashes scattered by his family. Plans are not
finalized. I'll post an obituary when I get one.
Rest in Peace and Semper Fi Ted!
Rich

In Memoriam –Clara Joiner
Clara Jean Joiner, age 85, of the DeGray Community near Arkadelphia, died
Saturday, February 6, 2021, at her home. She is survived by her son, Bruce
Joiner (Jolene); and her daughter, Sharon Hearnsberger (Terry). She is preceded in death by her husband, Wallace Joiner and daughter, Cathy Bell.
Miss Clara, as she was known to many in the community, was born May 15,
1935, in Tyronza, Ark., to the late Brodie and Lorene Bivens. The story goes
that the mother of her future husband (5months old at the time) delivered her.
As infants, they would lay side by side and were together their entire life until
Wally passed away in 2013. They graduated together in 1953, and enjoyed attending the annual class reunions if they were able. Her nickname to their classmates was "Classie". Wally joined the Marines, and she became a Marine wife
in 1954 dedicating the next 28 years to supporting Wally's military career and their three children.
Her military extended family has been a blessing even today and she loved going to the Marine
Corps Air Transport annual reunions. They say "once a Marine always a Marine" but for Miss
Clara, once A Marine wife always a Marine wife.
Clara enjoyed sewing, crafting, crocheting, bird watching and sharing these loves with her kids too.
Greatma, as she was known by all her kids, is also survived by ten grandchildren; 12 greatgrandchildren; and two great-great-grandchildren.
Visitation will be 10 until 11:30 a.m., Wednesday, February 10, at Cedar Grove Baptist Church.
Services will follow at 11:30 a.m., at the church with burial to follow at DeGray Cemetery. Her
grands and great-grands will serve as pallbearers and honorary pallbearer. Memorials may be
made to DeGray Cemetery Fund, c/o Joyce Bledsoe, 150 Bledsoe Rd., Arkadelphia, Ark., 71923,
or to MCATA Scholarship Fund, 7324 Brady Oaks Dr., Ft Worth, Texas, 76135, or to Cedar Grove
Baptist Church, 825 Cedar Grove Rd., Arkadelphia, Ark., 71923.

14

Marine Corps Air Transport Association

In Memorium—Paul Coovert
overseas. After retiring from the U.S. Marine Corps in
1990, Paul relocated with his family to Singapore
where he worked as a C-130 simulator instructor for
Asian Pacific Training and Simulation. He later moved
his family to Hong Kong where he worked for Cathay
Pacific Airlines as a 747 pilot and simulator instructor
before retiring at 55. After 20 exciting years overseas
the Coovert family returned to the United States
where he continued his career with Atlantic Coast
Airlines, Independence Airlines, and finally CAE in
Tampa, FL. Paul's passion for the sky lives on through
his son, Austin Coovert who is an officer and pilot in
the U.S. Navy. He is survived by his wife, Malihe
Paul Coovert, 72, of Longboat Key, Florida died March
31, 2020. He was born December 11, 1947 in Baltimore, MD the son of Sergeant Major Henry Coovert
and Dorothy Coovert. As a child of a military family,
Paul lived and traveled throughout the world before

landing at Tinker AFB in Oklahoma. He graduated
from Midwest City High School, OK in 1966 and started college at Central State University when he was

Karimi; sons, Lt. Commander Austin Coovert and Conrad Coovert; step-son, Navid Ravaie; mother, Dorothy
Coovert and brothers Mike, Jack and Scott. Services
were 10:00 A.M. Monday, April 6, 2020 at Brown &
Sons Funeral Homes & Crematory 26th Street Chapel
5624 26th Street West Bradenton, FL 34207.

Semper Fi, Rest in Peace

drafted into the U.S. Army. He wanted to learn how
to fly and the Army had a need for helicopter pilots.
After graduating from Warrant Officer school, he
served as a helicopter pilot in South Korea where he

conducted patrols along the Demilitarized Zone. During his time in the Army he discovered his passion for
flying and went on to accept a commission as a Second Lieutenant and transfer into the U.S. Marine
Corps. He spent his military career as a C-130 pilot
serving in various locations in the United States and
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Air Transport Personnel Roster Project
Just for fun, a project has been started to try to make lists of everyone we can think of who ever served in the Marine Corps Air
Transport community or in direct support. On our website, www.mcata.com, you’ll find a tab named Rosters. Under that tab are
seven sub-pages with links to lists of personnel names and a link to an online form you can use to fill out and submit your name
and/or the names of others who may not be on the list. These lists are public and in no way connected to the MCATA directory
which is password protected. The only two items of data required are first and last name. Other data on the form is optional. Below is an example of what the Navigator page looks like but all look similar. There are lists for pilots, flight engineers, first mechs,
navigators, loadmasters, maintenance, S shops personnel and those who provided other direct support like air freight and ordnance for example. Check it out. See if you are there and, if not, add your name and others if you like. Semper Fi!
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Around the Fleet
MIDAIR COLLISION IN KANE MOA

KC-130 Starboard Prop Damage

NEW COMMANDANT
NEW DIRECTION
Any time there is a change of command anywhere, including the top,
things change. The new Commandant, General David Berger, has
made clear he plans a new direction
for the Marine Corps to put us in the best position to
meet the next challenge of facing a “near peer” adversary like China or Russia. Over the past many years
most of our battles have been against terrorists conducting asymmetrical warfare in the Mideast, but the
focus now is once again on the Western Pacific. And
that means the Marine Corps. For us old hands, this is
familiar territory.
Changes are already taking place. The Corps has already stood down their tank units and we are replacing the old Amtracs with newer vehicles. Since there
is talk of this being a high mobility strategy there is
also talk of an additional KC-130 squadron being added. It appears that the mix and types of weaponry
and aircraft we are accustomed to is changing dra-

KC-130 Sitting in Farm Field
An F-35B Lightning II participating in WTI crashed
after the pilot ejected, following a collision with a
supporting VMGR-352 KC-130J Hercules tanker during
a planned refueling in a military operations area
(MOA) near the Naval Air Facility El Centro in California. The collision occurred after the tanker had been
cleared into the Kane Moa by Los Angeles ARTCC.
The KC-130J landed in a field near the Jacqueline
Cochran Airport in Thermal (KTRM), with the eight
crewmembers on board reportedly safe and accounted for. Both props on the starboard side of he KC-130
were destroyed but the crew managed to put the aircraft down in a farm field. It appears the number one
prop and port refueling pod were damaged upon
landing. The investigation is ongoing.
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matically.
The Marine Corps has just opened its first new base in
68 years, opening Camp Blaz in Guam. The Corps is
also standing up a Littoral Combat Regiment in Hawaii
to begin experimenting on ways to execute on the
new strategy. The Commandant’s strategy seems to
be a smaller, more highly dispersed and highly mobile
Corps with more lethal weapons and those that can
help the Navy in their anti-ship role. How that all
plays out is still developing. Stay tuned!
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Remembering Desert Storm 30th Anniversary

In August, 1990, Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait with the
intention of annexing the country and taking over its oil
fields. The aggressive move also threatened the oil fields of
Saudi Arabia and that country joined Kuwait in asking for a
coalition of forces to come to their aid and provide a deterrent against further aggression. That began a flood of military
support into the Saudi desert that continued until the end of
the conflict in March of 1991. As always, among the first to
deploy were Marine Corps Air Transport units. The first was a
det from VMGR-352, but soon was followed by a det from
VMGR-252 and later a det from VMGR-452 that operated out
of the Marine Air Base in Jubail in Saudi Arabia. VMGR-352
and VMGR-252 joined forces operating out of Manama International Airport in Bahrain providing aerial refueling, DASC
and whatever kind of air transport was needed. VMGR-234
was not assigned in country, but ran logistic and air refueling
missions back and forth from CONUS in support. The ground
based Marines from the det also ran a ramp at the Manama
Airport that was used as an air freight terminal by the Corps
and by other services as well. All this done besides maintaining our own aircraft.
On January 17, 1991 Desert Shield ended and Desert Storm
officially began. Desert Storm was the offensive to push Saddam Hussein’s forces back out of Kuwait. The strategy was a
two phased approach with an air war that would soften up
the Iraqi forces, destroy Iraqi air defenses and artillery and
shape the battlefield followed by a ground offensive to physically drive those forces out.
The Marine Corps had two divisions line-abreast at the border in the largest offensive operation by the Marines since
WW ll. All “in country VMGR” units were involved in all aspects of both strategies and once again proved the strategic

and tactical importance of the KC-130 to the combat effort.
The first day of the air war VMGR-252 and VMGR-352 sent up
separate large tanker formations to refuel Marine fighters
and bombers that were part of the opening assault on the air
defenses of the Iraqis. The F/A-18s carried 1000 lb. bombs
and were “loaded for bear” as they refueled inbound along
the track just south of the Kuwaiti border that first day. The
airspace was crowded and other aircraft were visible nearly
everywhere you looked. The squadrons also provided a tanker track over the Persian Gulf 24 hours a day that mostly refueled Marine EA-6B jammers and F/A-18 D Fast Fac aircraft
that needed to remain on station for longer periods of time.
Prior to the ground invasion the Marine Corps built a helicopter base and resupply area just south of the Kuwati border.
The Sea Bees also built a dirt airstrip big enough to land KC130s. At the time there was fear of mass casualties of up to
3,000 the first day and 10,000 the first week. A plan was prepared to medivac those out from that strip. Another plan was
set in place to provide emergency airdrop of supplies by KC130 to the advancing forces if necessary. Thankfully, the war
was short and none of that was required, but we were ready.

As is always our way, we made sure that the Air Force WAS
NOT the first to land on OUR airfield. We purposely scheduled a KC-130 to fly up the evening before the Air Force was
due to arrive and before the See Bees were completely off of
the field to make the first landing there. Here is Captain KC
Laster and the crew of that aircraft. There are many more
stories to tell and we’ll try to relate more of them in coming
editions. Semper Fi!
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Remembering Desert Storm 30th Anniversary
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Marine Corps Air Transport Association Corporation
7324 Brady Oaks Dr
Fort Worth, Texas 76135

DISPELLING A MYTH
In talking to Marines in the various squadrons and around our Transport community I found a surprising
myth. Some think that MCATA is only for pilots, aircrew, non-active duty and maybe just retirees. Some suggest that’s because our logo has a set of aircrew wings on it. Some active duty presumed it was only for
those off active duty or retired.

Let me dispel that myth now!
If you were, or are, in any role in the Marine Corps, regardless of rank or MOS, that remotely supported or
currently supports the KC-130 or any other fixed wing transport aircraft you are eligible. The organization
is not just for aircrew and pilots. Membership for active duty and active and drilling reserves is FREE.

“So…. join us!”
Join online at: http://www.mcata.com/Join-Us

Please make your check or money order payable to the Marine Corps Air Transport Association and mail with this form to:
M.C.A.T.A. • C/O John Klossner, 4 Loch Lane, Walden, NY 12586
RE YOU / WERE YOU?
Combat Service
Or go to www.mcata.com/join-us to join and pay by credit card.
Check appropriate choices:
$35 for regular membership all ages ($10 goes to Scholarship Fund)
❏ WWII
FREE for Active Duty, Drilling Reserves and Widowed Spouses but you
❏ Korea
❏ Pilot
must sign up.
❏ Vietnam
❏ Flight Engineer/Student
Please check the appropriate boxes:
❏ Crew Chief
❏ Cold War
❏ Enclosed my check for $_______. Please enroll me as a NEW member.
❏ Navigator
❏ Desert Shield/
❏ Enclosed my check for $________. Please RENEW my membership.
❏ Flight Mechanic
Storm
❏ I certify that I am or have been on active duty or am or have been an ac❏ R.O. / Loadmaster
❏ Northern/
tively drilling reservist during the current calendar year for which I am ap❏ Operations
plying.
Southern Watch
❏ Administration
❏ Donation to Memorial Scholarship Fund $____________.
❏ Iraqi Freedom
❏ Air Freight
In memory of:___________________________________________.
❏ Aircraft Maintenance
❏ Afghanistan
❏ Donation to General Fund $_______.
❏ Other Squadron Support
❏ None
Name______________________________________________________
❏ Spouse
Address:
Street _____________________________________________________
PO Box or Apt #______________________________________________
City _______________________ State _________ Zip +4___________
Phone ________________________ Email________________________
Service Dates_________ to___________ DOB__________
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